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The Lesson
Introduction
The Lesson is a short story written by Toni Cade Bambara. The story was published in the year 1992, and it is told by a first-person narrator, Sylvia, who is a young Black girl. The story is set in New York City. In the beginning, the narrator recounts a time from her youth when a woman Miss Moore, moved into their neighborhood. Though describing her as a very dark person and had nappy hair, she was a college graduate who willingly took it to herself to educate the children in the locality. As narrated by Sylvia, she took the children to boring outings. However, the story is based on a trip where she took the children to a toy store on Fifth Avenue. The children seem to be surprised by toys' prices, especially a fiberglass sailboat, which cost $1200 (Bambara 88). This price stunned Sylvia and the other kids with Q.T. stating that it is obvious that the rich people shopped there. At the end of the day, Miss Moore asked everyone what they thought about the store, and Sugar gave a remarkable reply that the sailboat cost equal to or less than their combined food cost. The story exposes the African-American problems of wealth inequality, social inequality, and empowerment.


Theme Discussion
Wealth inequality is the most evident contrast in the whole story, and it forms the story's baseline. As painted by the narrator, the children lived in a low-class neighborhood, perhaps, Harlem (Bambara 85). Besides, Miss Moore brusquely calls them the slums. When she chooses to take the children to the toy store at Fifth Avenue, this aimed to expose them above their financial levels. Besides, a thing as common as a taxi ride seems to play a role in exposing wealth inequality considering that Miss Moore failed to tip the drivers, an aspect which many can argue is a common thing. However, in this case, it is evident that not everything which is perceived to be common in society is not applicable to every social group (Heller & Janet 280).
 In addition, the children anticipate the dangerous prices. Generally, Miss Moore uses this trip to demonstrate or rather to explain how and why the unjust economic and also social system performs unfair access to money and the same time, to resources only for the black people in America. Somehow Miss Moore had anticipated at least one of the children learning the valuable lesson of what educated people with good jobs can afford. The story demonstrated how Miss Moore uses the trip to elaborate or illustrate the unfair access of money and resources by both systems for the black Americans. The lesson taken in the essence of economic inequality is lost on the children (Wright 76). These children also open themselves to the knowledge brought to them by Miss Moore, who seems to be in good intentions. Moore lastly closes the well-written narrative by making his plans of spending the cab fare change left behind well known to the readers. Sylvia seems to be in solitude about contemplating the same day's events. However, the same story also seems to emphasize personnel that whoever is ghettoized to any environment will be liable not to be humiliated to the outside person that establishes opposition brought by her patronizing. In addition, Miss Moore does not seem to use her first name as same as going to church. Making the children aware of something unfair that they may be upset about is her first step. She does this so well and perfectly by bringing up wealth inequality.
Another key aspect demonstrated in the story is the issue of social inequality. Sylvia looks at the toys in the F.A.O. Schwarz, and she does not turn up to the lesson simply because she has never seen or been acknowledged the luxury afforded by the wealth, hence facing poverty on her own. Sylvia is once seen comparing the world on her side to the extras that she gets at the toy store, and instantly she becomes so angry (Wright 73). The storyteller feels angered while seeing the F.A.O Schwartz toy store just because she went upset at the toys was so much costly(Bambara 92) She feels shame at the same time by the fact that neither of her own parents would have the financial stability to buy the toys she wanted. Lastly, the story demonstrates the theme of empowerment. Throughout the story, Miss Moore is an earnest woman who is at the same time educated in one of the colleges. Her dedication to building a community where all children are educated in the project neighborhood that Miss Moore resides in. Miss Moore seems to understand precisely the standard English contrasting to the children's dialect. Miss Moore is trying her best to let the children take their action. These actions taken will change society. Requiring them to withstand out and speak up and be different when regarding this. Miss Moore acts as a good example with her "nappy hair and proper speech and no makeup at all."
Notably, the narrator's name is not found until the children walked into the toy store. One of the children has just run her finger due to the costly sailboat making the narrator full of jealousy. The child seems to be asking Miss Moore why she decided to buy the toys from the store, and she answered back, saying that the child sounds too angry, and there she calls the name of the narrator, "Sylvia, are you mad about smoothing" (Bambara 89).After that moment is when we first come to know the narrator's identity thanks to Miss Moore. Remembering that she was joking, still maintaining the distance from Miss Moore, she comes to know the sailboat price. This got through her mind and led to her asking Miss Moore about the real boat's price. When the story circle comes back to the sailboat again, we got to be told her name (Heller & Janet 279). Her name seems to be an integral part of her identity; hence getting to know her name by this time clearly shows that Miss Moore's lesson was also a part of her identity. Afterward, she understands the huge wealth disparity that only existed in the world. This changes her gradually. Waiting to see if she will fight for a prolonged cause, knowing she will eventually fight for herself.
Conclusion
Conclusively, the Lesson is a short story written by Toni Cade Bambara. The story was published in the year 1992, and it is told by a first-person narrator, Sylvia, who is a young Black girl. The story exposes the African-American problems of wealth inequality, social inequality, and empowerment. Notably, the narrator's name is not found until the children walked into the toy store. Her character seems to be an integral part of her identity; hence getting to know her name by this time clearly shows that Miss Moore's lesson was also a part of her identity. Afterward, she understands the huge wealth disparity that only existed in the world.




Works Cited
Bambara, Toni Cade. "The lesson." Gorilla, my love (1972): 85-96.
Heller, Janet Ruth. "Toni Cade Bambara's Use of African American Vernacular English in "The Lesson." Style 37.3: 279-293.
Wright, Katy M. "The Role of Dialect Representation in Speaking from the Margins: "The Lesson" of Toni Cade Bambara." Style 42.1: 73-83.
